THE HISTORY OF HENRY FIELDING
Obviously the course of a man's life is known in its
entirety by no one except the man himself. He alone can
tell of the people whom he meets, what they said and what
occurred. The outsider must be content to pick up scraps
of information here and there, and piece them together as
best he can. It is therefore impossible to say just how
far Fielding mixed fact with fiction in a novel that reads
as if it were all true. Generalizations such as I have made
in the preceding paragraphs on his procedure rest upon a
partial, indeed a very fragmentary knowledge of his life.
Still, enough of it is known to warrant them, if a biographer
may infer the direction of the wind from the way in which
a few straws blow.

Fielding himself, in the dedication to "Tom Jones7' and
elsewhere, encouraged the reader to identify Mr. All-
worthy with Ealph Allen of Prior Park, and in another
place emphasized the resemblance by drawing a sketch of
Ms friend as an example of "the truly benevolent mind'7
which he designed to depict in the character. Allworthy's
mind, he said in substance without mentioning the name,
was but a copy of Allen's. True, he added that it was a
copy of Lyttelton's and the Duke of Bedford's also; but
the afterthought was by way of compliment; it was Allen's
virtues that he wished to immortalize. Fielding, it should
be observed, never quite asserted that Allworthy was a
portrait of Allen; but when the novel was completed, the
character displayed so many of Mfc traits that it was every-
where regarded as such by persons who knew him. In
Allworthy's kindliness, generous spirit, hospitality, and
charities, they saw at once their friend at Prior Park.

It was a very close parallel when Fielding said of All-
worthy: " Above all others, men of genius and learning
shared the principal place in his favour; and in these he
had much discernment: for though he had missed the
advantage of a learned education, yet being blest with vast
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